

St Vedast-alias-Foster


The Parish of St Vedast is known from the 12th century, and the church is traditionally claimed to have been established by 1170. It is dedicated to a French saint, little known in Britain, who was Bishop of Arras in northern Gaul around the turn of the 6th century.  Vedast helped to restore the Christian Church in the region after decades of destruction by invading barbarians during the late Roman Empire and to convert Clovis, the Frankish king.  Remembered for his charity, meekness and patience, he is buried at Arras cathedral.  His name in England has been corrupted from St Vedast, referred to in Arras as St Vast, by way of Vastes, Fastes, Faster and Fauster to Foster, the name of the lane at the front of the church. Only one other church in England is dedicated to St Vedast, in Tathwell, Lincolnshire, and another parish in Norwich now being remembered only in a street name.


The early medieval building was replaced at the beginning of the 16th century when Henry Coot, sheriff, added a chapel dedicated to St Dunstan.  The church was enlarged in 1614 and ‘beautified’ in 1643 and religious texts painted on the internal walls.  During the Great Fire of 1666 the church building escaped total destruction, and was restored, although not very satisfactorily, by the parishioners.  Christopher Wren was eventually called in to rebuild St Vedast, completing the work in October 1673 at a cost of £1,853.15s.6d.  Additional work, including the steeple, which may be by Hawksmoor, continued until 1712.


During the Blitz, the area around St Paul’s was largely destroyed, and on the night of 29 December 1940, St Vedast was bombed and gutted; only the walls, tower and steeple survived.  Post war, City parishes were reorganised and 13 former parishes in the immediate vicinity were united with St Vedast.  In 1962, the noted architect Stephen Dykes Bower completed the restoration of the church under a Parochial Church Council which included the poet John Betjeman, using a range of elements from several now vanished City churches and introducing the collegiate seating plan.
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Parish Church of St Vedast-alias-Foster
Foster Lane, London EC2V 6HH

Tuesday 7th September 2021





IN MEMORIAM


Michele Susan Burrell
Liveryman 
1 January 1951 – 6 February 2020

Helen George
Honorary Freeman Archer
Died 31 August 2019

Ashley Guest
Liveryman
8 January 1942 – November 2020

Paul Malcolm Knight
Liveryman
28 May 1941 – 12 September 2020

Group Captain Tony Steff Langston MBE
Liveryman 
5 November 1926 – 5 May 2020

Roger Norton Straker
Liveryman
3 June 1944 – 18 August 2020






A BRIEF HISTORY OF 650 YEARS
The Fletchers’ Company dates back to around 1371 and is the 39th in precedence.  Currently it is unusual in being a Company by prescription, but as part of our 650th Anniversary we are acquiring a Royal Charter.  Our history in 65 Objects can be followed on fletchers.org.uk
The Company’s original Tudor Hall in St Mary’s Axe was destroyed by fire, rebuilt as a warehouse, and sold in 1933. The present Hall in Cloth Street was built in cooperation with the Farmers’ Company in 1987.
The Company maintains close civic links and has a number of Aldermen and Common Councillors as Liverymen.  It can boast four former Lord Mayors as Liverymen. In 2011, for the second time since the 18th Century, the Fletchers had the honour to be the Mother Company of the Lord Mayor, Sir David Wootton. 
The Fletchers Trust supports three City Academies as well as CLFS and other City charities such as the Sheriffs’ and Recorder’s Fund, the COLP Widows and Orphans Fund as well as an apprenticeship at Mudchute City Farm. 
The Company was formed during the Hundred Years War which saw the peak of the military role of archery and the trade of making arrows. Fletching is no longer a City trade, but the Company has maintained its links with archery through its Charitable Trust which helps to fund many disabled archers from grassroots to Paralympic level.
The Fletchers Trust often works in partnership with Archery GB), British Blind Sports, British Wheelchair Archery, and is proud to be the major sponsor of AGB’s inclusivity and diversity programme, and to have initiated the National Archery Disability Championships. 
The Company is delighted to have Military Affiliations with HMS Defender, The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers, 135 Detachment RRF, RAF Northolt and 1921 (Lewisham) Squadron ATC, all of which are supported by the Fletchers Trust. 




THE INTROIT
Adam Lay y Bounden – Peter Warlock 1894-1930


 At the bell all please stand 


HYMN

And did those feet in ancient time
Walk upon England’s mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of God
On England’s pleasant pastures seen?
And did the countenence divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among these dark satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!
Bring me my spear! O clouds unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!
I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand,
Till we have built Jerusalem
In England’s green and pleasant land

William Blake 1757-1827

BIDDING & WELCOME

The Reverend Paul Kennedy
St Vedast-alias-Foster



The National Anthem

God save our gracious Queen
Long live our noble Queen,
God save the Queen.
Send her victorious,
Happy and glorious,
Long to reign over us
God save the Queen.

Thy choicest gifts in store
On her be pleased to pour,
Long may she reign.
May she defend our laws,
And ever give us cause
To sing with heart and voice,
God save the Queen






Director of Music ~ Joseph Ramadan  
The Choir of St Vedast
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Master Professor Anne Curry


Upper Warden Philip Shears QC


Renter Warden Andrew Trapnell


Deputy Master Stuart Robbens


Clerk Kate Pink


Beadle Ernest Brocklehurst
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The Worshipful Company of Fletchers of the City of London is this year celebrating the 650th anniversary of its existence. Whilst the Company has no exact foundation date, at some point before 7 March 1371 the leading men of the two crafts of the Bowyers and Fletchers, who had previously formed one association, agreed that the crafts should separate, and that henceforth no one individual should be allowed to make and sell both bows and arrows. 
In addition to the four Saints’ days on which the Fletchers held their Court (the Conversion of Saint Paul, St George’s Day, the feasts of St Mary Magdalene, and of Edward the Confessor), a set of ordinances enrolled before the Mayor in May 1484 ordered that the Fletchers should gather at the Austin Friars on the feast of the Decollation of John the Baptist (29 August), in whose honour the Fletchers also maintained a perpetual light. The Company is therefore holding its 650th anniversary service as close as it could to this feast. 


THE SERMON

Please stand

The collection taken during this hymn will be in aid of
The Parish Church of St Vedast-alias-Foster

HYMN

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Our shelter from the stormy blast 
And our eternal home;

Under the shadow of thy throne
Thy saints have dwelt secure;
Sufficient is thine arm alone,
And our defence is sure.

A thousand ages in thy sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
Bears all its sons away,
They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,
Be thou our guard while troubles last,
And our eternal home.

Isaac Watts 1674-1748

BLESSING
The Reverend Paul Kennedy 


Remain standing
Priest	O come let us worship and bow down and kneel before the Lord our Maker;
All	For he is our God, and we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Priest	Praise the Lord, O my soul:
All	and all that is within me praise his holy name.
Priest	Praise the Lord, O my soul:
All	and forget not all his benefits.
Priest	O God, we have heard with our ears, our fathers have told us what thou hast done in their time of old.  We give thee thanks for thy blessings upon us through the years:
For this Worshipful Company of Fletchers and for thy guiding hand throughout our history, for founders and benefactors, for all who by their gifts have enriched our heritage; and especially, in this year of our 650th Anniversary.
For the devotion of those who have served this Company as Masters, Wardens, Clerks, and members of the Court, and the leadership of all who have built up our traditions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]All	And thus I pray God that al Fletchers getting their lyvynge truly and al archers usynge shootynge honestly, and al manner of men that favour artillery, may lyve continuallye in healthe and meriness, obeying theyr prince as they shude and loving God as they ought, to whom for al things be al honour and glorye for ever. Amen.   (‘The Fletchers Prayer’ in The Toxophilus of Roger Ascham A.D 1545).

All		To thee, O Father, we give thanks.
		God be in my head,
and in my understanding;
God be in mine eyes,
and in my looking;
God be in my mouth,
and in my speaking;
God be in my heart,
and in my thinking;
God be at mine end,
and at my departing.

Horae BVM (Sarum) 1514


Please be seated


THE AGINCOURT CAROL 
The Choir


READING
Isaiah Ch 49 v 1-6
Past Master Lesley Agutter


ANTHEM
Antiphon - Ralph Vaughan Williams 1872-1958


READING
John Ch 18 v 33-38
The Master

Kneel

THE PRAYERS 
 
Please stand
HYMN

ALLELUYA, sing to Jesus,
His the sceptre, his the throne;
Alleluya, his the triumph,
His the victory alone:
Hark, the songs of peaceful Sion
Thunder like a mighty flood;
Jesus, out of every nation,
Hath redeemed us by His blood.

Alleluya, not as orphans
Are we left in sorrow now;
Alleluya, he is near us
Faith believes, nor questions how;
Though the clouds from sight received him
When the forty days were o’er,
Shall our hearts forget his promise,
‘I am with you evermore’?


Alleluya, Bread of Angels,
Thou on earth our food, our stay;
Alleluya, here the sinful
Flee to thee from day to day;
Intercessor, Friend of sinners,
Earth’s Redeemer, plead for me,
Where the songs of all the sinless
Sweep across the crystal sea.


William Chatterton Dix 1837-1898, to the tune of Hyfrodol


Please be seated
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